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Abstract

Cultural Content Changes in Buddhist Hell:

Focused on memory and oblivion, acceptance and variation

Lee, Pilwon

Hell is one of the afterlife. Another afterlife is heaven. In Buddhism, heaven and hell are not
definite spaces. In Christianity, however, the two become definitive spaces. This is also linked
to views on good and evil. Buddhist Hell's Ten rulers of the postmortem course (+%F) and hell
jailer (J§t%=) are different characters from demons. But Satan and his flock of Christian hells
have the characteristics of absolute evil.

This idea is important because it is projected and functioning in the present era of our lives.
The modern Korean society in which we live is becoming a battleground between good and
evil. One side talks of co—prosperity, but the voice is not gaining strength.

The mass media also mixes the traditional structure of Han (48) and Haewon ($2%) and the
frame of Han (4R) and revenge. This shows that Korean society is in a chaotic or unsettled
state of value. Meanwhile, traditional culture is laying the foundation in the way of “Korean
Wave,” while on the other hand, Western culture, which has yet to be fully digested, is
attempting “Koreanization.”

The possibilities of the hell—themed Korean Wave (&&3%) content should be found in the
“Han (48) and Haewon (#2%)” structure, not in the “good and bad” structure. After all, “Han
(&) and Haewon (f#%)” is the reestablishment of relations through the resolution of
unhealthy emotions. In that sense, it can be said that Buddhist hell has been transformed into
a Korean one. If this is a process in which the hell of Indian Buddhism has been Koreanized
through China so far, it is now necessary for the hell view of Christianity's good and
punishment to be accepted and transformed in the structure of “han (4£) and Haewon ($2%).”
In that case, hell, which had been pushed into the realm of oblivion, could function in the realm
of memory anew.

Since the structure of “Han (4f) and Haewon (2% )" is a Korean characteristic, not India or
China, Western and Christian cultures and hell views must undergo Korean transformation in
“Han (48) and Haewon (#2%).” In that case, Korea will be able to fully perform its role as a

platform.
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