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I Abstract

Dying and Meditation in Moderm Korean Society

Lee Pumsoo

The number of elderly welfare facilities nationwide was 387,391
in 2023. It can increase to 703,970 by 2040. Almost all members of
modern Korean society are excluded from their homes and society,
and are bound to die alone in hospitals and facilities. Even if the
world calmly dies in solitude, humans are dignified beings with
Buddha's nature and must die with dignity.

Those who are dying after reaching medical limits in welfare
facilities for the elderly should be provided with an opportunity to
gain insight into the finiteness of life, impermanence, and inevitability
of death, to bravely lead their own dying, and to choose the best way
to transform themselves into mature and integrated human beings
using the upcoming moment of death as coordinates.

In the future, anyone can do it without restriction even when he or
she lies alone in a hospital or welfare facility for the elderly, suffering
from illness, gasping for breath, and dying, and returning to his or her
original position of intimacy in the name of pre-trained Buddhist

meditation and deadness.
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