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Abstract

A study on the beginning of Indian Buddhist pilgrimage to
the holy land and the meaning of the holy land

E=M((Ven. XIS)

The Buddhist pilgrimage to the holy land is found in § kinds of literature
related to the Buddha's Nirvana, and its establishment dates back to before
King Ashoka. The pilgrimage to the holy land alludes that the Buddhism
began to be established as a religion from quite early days. However, there
is doubt as to whether this aspect could be go back to the time of the
Buddha.

The pilgrimage, which began for the 4 major sacred sites related to the
Buddha's life, was expanded to the 8 sacred sites with the addition of 4 ones
related to the Buddha's miraculous power. The framework of these 8 major
sacred sites seems to have been established before King Ashoka. It can be
confirmed in the fact that the Ashoka stone pilar, which is told to have been
related to the pilgrimage of King Ashoka, was also found in some of the 8
major sacred sites.

The pilgrimage to the holy land is emphasized in Indian Buddhism
started after King Ashoka opened the Buddha's sarira stupa and constructed
many sarira stupas throughout India. This dispersion of Buddha's sarira
resulted in weakening the authority of the Eastern Denomination located in

the area where the Buddha directly acted. To overcome such problems and
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maintain the authority of the Eastern Church, the pilgrimage to the holy
land was planned. In that both the ‘dispersion of the Buddha's sarira’ and
the ‘systematic pilgrimage’ are related to King Ashoka, it seems reasonable

to examine the two in the interconnectedness.
Keywords © 4 major sacred sites, 8 major sacred sites, King Ashoka, "Sutra for

names of 8 major spiritual stupas;, Hyunjang
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