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Abstract

Religion's Social Role in the Post Corona Crisis

Kim, Hyung—Rog(Ven. In—Kyung)

This paper aims to reflect on the social role of religion in the corona crisis
and to suggest alternatives. As a result of the social distancing arising from
the coronavirus pandemic, religious activities based on large-scale activities
have shrunk to a very serious level. Not only corona anxiety but also human
alienation and economic stress that will occur in the era of the 4th Industrial
Revolution, where artificial intelligence is the center, the religious group is
contemplating a new social role different from the existing method.

In this regard, this paper considers the following aspects. First, the role of
traditional religion is critically reviewed by Christianity's political
intervention and Buddhism's social participation, and emphasizes the
importance of social consensus on the ‘common good’.

Second, in the era of the 4th industrial revolution in a high-tech society,
the non-face-to-face phenomenon will continue to be maintained, and
humans will undergo a process of individualization by fusion with objects.
Individualized humans will repeat the conflicting experiences of openness/
control and communication/disconnection.

Third, in this period, rather than the “prayer-type” religion centered on
group rituals, the “constructive’ religion that emphasizes inner enlightenment
while pursuing individual freedom is considered to better explain the social

participation style of future religions.
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Fourth, it reflects on the healing culture of the past 10 years and
emphasizes the importance of meditation and healing as a social role of a
new religion in resolving human suffering in the era of the 4th Industrial

Revolution after Corona.

Keywords © corona, prayer type, seeking-thruth type, meditation, healing,

posthuman, 4th Industrial Revolution.
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