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Abstract

Suicide and Buddhist Perspectives in Contemporary

Korean Society

- Focusing on common roles of religious and social communities -

Lee, Pum Soo

Recently, Korean society has been struggling with the most serious
suicide problem in the OECD for the past 18 years. This suicide phenomenon
in Korea is an anomie-type suicide that occurs in a crisis in which the
collective order or norms are weakened by serious social change as argued
by Durkheim.

Prior to industrialization in the 1960s, Korean society was a society that
believed in a culture and religion centered on a traditional family community,
with strong group-orientation based on strong familialism, and familiar
with obedience and obedience. However, since modernization, the drastic
changes in our society are forcing changes that are difficult to bear on
members of the society, producing many left behind. It is disrupting the
traditional social community upon which members of Korean society
depended and transforming the past social order or norm into a form that is
difficult to reverse.

Nevertheless, the countermeasures for countermeasures against the high
suicide rate in Korean society were still revolving around the medical

field-centered solution based on the individual attributable theory. In
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addition, the religious community, who is stingy with a weak role, is also in
a position to respond to the phenomenon of hollowing out the role of the
traditional family community due to the damage of the traditional social
community.

Fortunately, recently, as an alternative to suicide prevention measures,
the society responsible for the anomalous situation has emerged to take care
of its members and restore their sense of belonging and presence as a
member of society.

Recently, government organizations such as the National Assembly’s
Suicide Prevention Forum and the government’s Life Movement Policy
Private Council have come forward, and religious and private social
organizations such as the Korean Religious People’s Solidarity, Buddhist
Counseling Development Center, Korea Life Movement Union, and
Respect for Life Citizens’ Association have joined forces. The suicide
prevention project is expected to provide a starting point for reducing the
suicide rate in Korea.

In particular, Buddhism in Korean society, in association with civic
groups, has become common in the form of a religious community, a form
of strengthening the new family community, a form of religious and cultural
solidarity with civil society, a religious and cultural form of developing
spirituality, and a form of adaptation in the cyber age, it is necessary to
strengthen the role of the Buddhist social community, which has become
vulnerable, to restore the vitality of Korean society and to contribute to the

suicide prevention movement.

115



REPHT At

Keywords
Suicide, Anomorphic Suicide, Family Community, Religious Social Community,

Buddhist Social Community

| =F53d: 2022, 5. 31 |AAEEY 12022, 6. 13 1 AMEALY : 2022, 6. 15

116





