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Abstract

The Muromachi Kanna Zen (B z&ji#):

Emergence of a Systematization?

Didier Davin

One of the most obvious characteristics of contemporary Japanese Zen
Rinzai School is the fact that the practitioner aims the awakening by passing
not only one, but several gong.an (j. kdan). This specificity is the mark of
the so-called “Hakuin-Zen”, which is the only type of Zen remaining in
Rinzai branch in Japan today.

This article is a reflection on the possible origins of this phenomenon and
examines especially the hypothesis that it goes back to the doctrinal
background of the Daito branch who emerged at the end of the Middle Age.
As it was showed in many research — and notably reconfirmed by the study
of the recently discovered texts of the Shinpuku-ji temple - during the
Kamakura period (1185~1333) all the different types of Zen developed in
Japan had in common the integration of the so called scriptural teachings.

Daito, and after him his branch, broke with this attitude and advocate the
exclusive use of the Zen approach. Consequently, the practice focused
exclusively on koan - and a new way of handing them — emerged. About
many other characteristics, the necessity to pass several kdan and a kind of
systematization can be noticed. This is most probably in this environment
that the beginning of a movement culminating with the creation of the

Hakuin-Zen should be sought.
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