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Abstract

A Study on the Application of Ethnographic Research
Methods for Buddhist Mission:

Cultural anthropology from a Buddhist missionary perspective

Choi Yun—hee (Ven. Hyoseok)

A buddhist missionary is a person who works to convey the teachings of
the Buddha to contemporaries. So the missionary should study the culture
and characteristics of the object of the mission in order to communicate
with the people. Culture is all about the institutions, ideas, and materials
that people have created through mental action. Missionary work research
is the process of finding answers from people through field surveys. Field
surveys begin when a missionary meets strangers in an unfamiliar place.
‘When a missionary meets strangers for the mission, the first thing to do is to
create rapport. Cultural anthropologists learn the language of the locals in
advance and learn their customs and manners in advance in order to create
the rapport. After that, data is collected through participating observation
and interview, and qualitative analysis and interpretation are carried out.

The missionaries and cultural anthropologists have a lot in common with
the pursuits and methodologies. The goal of the missionary is to expose the
Buddha's teachings of the suffering and the liberation from the suffering
and to make people happy and profitable. The goal of cultural anthropologists

is to learn different cultures from a cultural relativistic perspective and
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respect other culture, reduce contention and harmonize.

The purpose of this paper is to study how anthropologists use the
research methods that are being used locally by the missionary for mission
work. The purpose is to study how to approach cultural anthropologically in
order to broaden understanding of other cultures and how to use these
methods on the frontline of mission. In this paper, we will examine the
concepts and history of missionary and cultural anthropology first, and after
presenting cultural anthropological methods for missionary work, we will
compare and analyze the role of missionary and cultural anthropologist to
examine how anthropological methodology can be used in missionary

work.

Keywords © Mission, ~ Missionary,  Cultural ~ Anthropology,  Cultural
Anthropologist, Ethnography, Method of Mission, Field Work,
Participating Observation, Interview, Qualitative Analysis and

interpretation
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